Remarks/Arguments 



Claims 1-6 and 8-10 are pending in the application. 

Claims 1-6 and 8-10 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hayashi. The present invention is directed to a device for driving a display and to a method of 



testing driver circuits. The driver circuit of this invention includes leads that are supplied-with 
_ pneLPC.rOQ»-ypl!tage8jby g voltage generat or. The leads are connected to output stag es that are 
preferably provided with a corresponding multiplex device. The multiplex devices select one of 
the voltages supplied to the leads and the selected voltage is conducted through an amplifier to 
output. A first switching device is provided between the voltage generator and the output stages 

fc^parate~f5eWd™ 

leads. The first switching device is capable of interrupting the leads separately and is capable 
of interconnecting the leads enabling a voltage to be applied to all leads. A second switching 

jjeyJce_isjiHyJdep: to swit ch the potential that is applied to the output stage to test a reference 

poterrtialr Independentdaim-^ — 

^rovTded"with M leads that are coupled to at least one multiplex device and are coupled to a 
voltage generator through a first switching device that enables interruption of a voltage supply to 
the M leads so that a voltage already present in at least one of the M leads is no longer driven 
and is held until any leakage currents or parasitic capacitances give rise to a discharge, and 
• also provided with at least one second switching device that is coupled to the M leads to enable 
at least one of the M leads thatte no longe r driv en after opening of the first switching, device to . 
be switched to a selectable potential. Independent claim 1 0 recites a method of testing a driver 
circuit, in which the driver circuit is supplied with at least one voltage on M leads, in which the M 
• leads are coupled to a voltage generator through a first switching device so that the voltage 

_^JsupT%JoJrJ^^ fi^ switching-device so that a voltage — 

already present in at least one of the M leads is no longer driven and is held until any leakage 
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currents or parasitic capacitances give rise to a discharge, in which one of the M leads is 
selected by means of at least one multiplex device that is coupled to the M leads, and in which 
the supplied voltage on the selected lead is switched to a test reference potential by means of a 
second switching device. 



eitherexpressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference. Verdegaal Bros. v. 



~Vhfdh OilCtiofCWiforhialSU F:2d"B28;'631,'2 USPG2d 1051; 1053"{Fed. Cir: 1987):"' " 
Hayashi discloses an LCD test system that includes a sweep timing generator 39 that generates 
various timing signals and control signals including vertical and horizontal clock signals, a gate 
control signal, and vertical andjioitor^ .. 
and a test signal to be applied to a driver 40. The driver 40 generates, in real time, a high level 
reference voltage and a low level reference voltage based on the test signal from the sweep 
timing generator 39. The high reference voltage and the low reference voltage from the driver 



40 are applied ta the LCD panel 10 through the IV conversion circuit 43 and a video temiiinal23. 



to a corresponding voltage signal and supplies the same to the sample and hold circuit 43 and 
the test signals will be given later. The driver 40 generates the high and low voltage test signal 
by switching the reference voltages H and L based on the test signal from the sweep timing 
generator 39. The Examiner states that Hayashi teaches leads (23(1 ) -23(p)) coupled to a 
multiplexer (47) and to a first switching device (40) that enables interruption of a voltage supply 
~frblW¥voita^^ IBo^"afiver4tTis nof ITiref swif^lfiaT" ' 

enables interruption. of a voltage supply to the M leads so that a voltage already present in at. 
least oneof the M leads is no longer driven and is held until any leakage currents or parasitic 
capacitances give rise to a discharge as recited in claims 1 and 10. . Driver 40 generates the 
high and low voltage test signal by switching the reference voltages H and L based on the test 
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signal from the sweep timing generator 39. Hayashi does disclose a switch SW. However, the 
switch SW disclosed by Hayashi is not coupled to the M leads to enable at least oneof the M 
leads that is no longer driven after opening of the first switching device to be switched to a 
selectable potential as recited In claims 1 and 10. Since Hayashi does not disclose a first 



be anticipated by Hayashi. Claims 2-6, 8, and 9 depend from and further limit claim 1 and the. 



~- - aboWa~n^ 

In view of the foregoing reasons for distinguishing over the cited references, Applicant 
has not raised other possible grounds for traversing the rejections, and therefore nothing herein 
should be deemed as acquiescence In ' anyjejectJon orwa^ 
herein. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant submits that in view of the foregoing remarks and/or amendments, 1 
application is in condition for allowance, and favorable action is respectfully requested. 1 

6emm j SS joner-te-hereBy-authoite^ 

• required, or credit any overpayments, to Deposit Account No. 50-1001 . 



Respectfully submitted, 



nate - Martji i 2. _20D6 • 
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